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NSSE Presentation Overview

What is student engagement?

What do we already know about student engagement?

Why is student engagement important?

What is the NSSE? 

National Survey of Student Engagement

What are some highlights from SRUôs NSSE results?

How can we use the NSSE results to improve our 
institutional efforts to improve student engagement?



What is Student Engagement?

Represents several important aspects of 
collegiate quality:

Academic Engagement

ÅThe amount of time and effort 
students put into their studies and 
other meaningful academic activities

Å How the institution deploys resources 
and organizes its curriculum and other 
learning opportunities

Social and Personal Engagement

ÅThe amount of time and effort 
students involve themselves in social 
activities (clubs, organizations, 
honoraries, athletics, recreation, 
fraternities/sororities, community 
service, etc.)

Correlates with student learning and retention



The Student Engagement Trinity

What students do ïtime and energy devoted to 
educationally purposeful activities

What institutions do ïusing effective educational 
practices to induce students to do the right things

Educationally effective institutions channel student 
energy toward activities that matter



What Really Matters in College:  Student Engagement

ñThe research is unequivocal: 
students who are actively 
involved in both academic and  
out -of -class activities gain  more 
from the college experience than 
those who are not so involved.ò

Pascarella & Terenzini. (2005). How college affects students: A third 
decade of research. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Publishers, 2005


